
Stay informed! Subscribe to our eNewsletter and stay up-to-date on BISD happenings! 
To sign-up, visit www.bisd303.org and scroll to the bottom of the homepage.

A publication of the Bainbridge Island School District 
8489 NE Madison Ave., Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 | (206) 842-4714

The Bainbridge Island School District School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on 
the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, 
gender expression, gender identity, disability, the use of a trained dog guide or service animal, and provides 

equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. For questions, please contact Civil Rights 
Coordinator Erin Murphy at emurphy@bisd303.org.

Substitute teachers are a crucial 
part of our reopening plan and are 
important to the day-to-day operations 
of our school.
• Starting pay $135/full day
• Emergency substitutes need a 

college degree but not a teaching 
background

• Flexible schedule
• Paid training
Learn more at www.bisd303.org/
page/16214.We’re Hiring!

Thank you for 
Thank you for 

your support!
your support!

Construction Corner
The New Auditorium  
(previously the BHS Commons)

• The auditorium remodel is on 
schedule to be substantially 
complete in November 2020.

• Theatre seats were installed in 
October, followed by stage production 
lighting and audiovisual components.

• This project includes a smaller black 
box theatre that will also serve as a 
drama and choral classroom.

The New 100 Building 
(housing a new Commons, Ceramics, 
Culinary and 2-D Art Studios, Career 
Technology Education Workshops 
for metals, composites, and wood, 
Innovation Lab, Band, and Choir)

• The 100 Building is scheduled to be 
substantially complete in February 
2021.

• Masonry on the exterior of the 
building is almost complete and 
metal exterior siding is in progress.

• The storefront windows and skylights 
will provide generous daylight in the 
commons and workshops.

(continued from front page)
 ▼ The Department of Health’s Decision 

Tree helps guide school districts across 
the state on what criteria must be met 
in order to bring students back for  
in-person instruction.

 ▲ BHS Librarian Kathy Ellison distributes 
a Chromebook to a BHS senior.

Thank you for 
Thank you for your support!
your support!

Help from Technology
Both learning models would be 
nearly impossible to implement 
if not for BISD-issued technology. 
Thanks to the Technology Levy, 
supported by the Bainbridge 
Island community, we are able 
to distribute iPads (for students 
in K–1) and Chromebooks (for 
students in  2–12). In addition, 
the Technology Levy has provided 
video conferencing technology, 
mobile wi-fi hotspots for families 
with limited internet access, 
closed captioning services, and 
webinar hosting services for 
community outreach. Thank you! 
Your support has greatly bolstered 
our students’ learning experiences.

In preparation for in-person 
learning, BISD staff have 
been hard at work developing 
COVID-19 safety protocols 
based on Washington State 
Department of Health 
guidance. BISD staff built 
portable hand washing stations, 
stocked check-in stations with 
appropriate supplies, and 
created a Return to Learn 
Handbook with safety videos.  
When the time is right, we are 
ready to bring students back to 
our schools!

 ▲ Students demonstrate how to use the portable hand washing stations and 
temperature kiosk for a safety video.

(continued on back page)

A Brief Overview of the 2020–21 School Year
If you don’t have a student 
enrolled in BISD, you may not be 
familiar with how the school year 
is operating. BISD is offering two 
learning models:

1. Hybrid Learning 
Approximately 89% 
of our students 
are enrolled in this 
model. Students 
enrolled in Hybrid 
Learning began the 
year accessing their teachers 
and classrooms remotely. 
When the criteria outlined in 
the Department of Health’s 
Decision Tree for Reopening 
Schools are met, students 
will attend school in-person 
for partial days, four days a 
week (Monday–Thursday) for 
approximately 2.75 hours a day. 

To adhere to physical distancing 
requirements, half of the student 
body will attend school in the 
mornings and half will attend 
in the afternoon. Students will 
access their education through 
Distance Learning during the 
other half of their school day, 
which may include assignments 
provided by teachers during in-
person instruction and/or online 
components.

2. 100% Online 
Approximately 11% 
of our students 
are enrolled in this 
model and they will 
access their BISD 
curriculum in an 
online environment 
with other BISD students for the 
duration of the school year.

 ▲ Prior to the start of school, students picked up supplies and materials and met 
their teachers through Drive-Thru Meet & Greets.

A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Bainbridge Island Community,

We are three 
months into the 
most unique start 
of the school 
year that I have 
ever experienced. 
Despite the 
immense 
challenges and 

limitations brought on by the pandemic, 
our stellar BISD staff continue to 
provide a high-quality education for our 
students. I am forever grateful for their 
creativity, dedication, and willingness 
to make authentic connections with 
students — even though they have been 
unable to meet face-to-face.

As part of the greater community,  
I hope you, too, feel tremendous pride 
in what BISD has accomplished since 
COVID-19 turned our world upside 
down last spring. From an extraordinary 
graduation event that will be forever 
remembered for its personalized 
attention, to BISD staff forgoing their 
summer plans to refine how education 
is delivered during a pandemic, to our 
students who continue to demonstrate 
resilience and flexibility — there is a lot 
to be proud of across our district.

I am thankful to be part of the caring 
Bainbridge Island community. In 
times of stress and uncertainty, it is 
comforting to know that the community 
can help lift us and progress us forward. 
Thank you for your continued support 
and partnership.

With appreciation,

Peter Bang-Knudsen
Superintendent
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BISD’s Roadmap for 
the Coming Years

The District Improvement Plan 
(DIP) is updated every three 
to five years and helps shape 
priorities for the district. It also 
provides the foundation for 
School Improvement Plans (SIP). 
After numerous committee 
meetings, multiple feedback 
forums, listening and editing, 
the BISD School Board adopted 
the new District Improvement 
Plan at its August 27, 2020 
meeting.

The focus areas of the plan are:

1. Teaching & Learning

2. Equity, Anti-Racism, 
Inclusion, Diversity & Justice

3. Health, Well-Being & Safety

These three areas weave 
together an educational 
tapestry that fosters resilient 
and capable students.

To view the DIP, visit www.
bisd303.org/domain/2039.

 ▲ As part of Ordway’s All-School 
Reads, Bainbridge Island Police 
Department Chief Clark reads a 
chapter via Zoom.

 ▲ Capturing history! Students in 
grades 7–12 participated in 
a contact-free, drive-up photo 
session for their yearbook photos.

 ▲ Some of BHS athletic practices 
began in September, including golf, 
tennis, cross country, and track 
and field.

 ▲ In honor of Indigenous Peoples' 
Day, Sakai students created 
beautiful works of art.

 ▲ Thanks to a special provision 
granted by the USDA, BISD is 
offering free meals to students 
ages 18 and younger. Meal kits 
must be ordered in advance and 
are picked up on a weekly basis. 
For additional information, visit 
www.bisd303.org/domain/60

How Tiny Baby Teeth Help Create 
Big Connections

In a school year that is so different 
than in years past, it’s nice to know 
some things stay the same.

When Blakely 2nd-grade teacher 
Teresa Ball opened her virtual 
classroom doors in September, 
she was gleefully surprised to see 
authentic connections developing in 
this unique setting.

“During our morning meeting, I asked 
if anyone had anything to share,” Ms. 
Ball recalled. “And a student brought 
his screen right up to his face and 
shared that he lost a tooth the night 
before — showing us the gaping hole.”

Soon after, a fellow classmate raised 
her hand and shared that she had lost 
a tooth the night before too. This was 

followed by five others who 
recounted stories of their recent 
cuspid casualties.

“It was so authentic and exactly 
what would have happened if we 
were together in the classroom,“ 
Ms. Ball said. “I worried this type of 
bonding might not happen as easily 
this year and was happy to see it 
happen so naturally.”

The Show Must Go On!

The Sakai Broadcast has been a 
morning staple since the school 
opened its doors more than 
20 years ago. And despite the 
unique challenges of the 20–21 
school year, the Sakai Broadcast 
continues — each school day, staff 
and students share updates, give 

birthday shout-outs, and end 
with a student-submitted joke. 
While the broadcast may not 
qualify for a daytime Emmy 
Award, their dedication wins 
an award in our books!

Sharing Happiness

To help build connections at the 
start of the school year, we asked 
students to submit their answers to the 
question: “What makes you happy?” 
More than 100 students shared their 
answers. The consensus? There is 
a lot to be happy about! To view a 
compilation of their photos, visit  
vimeo.com/454854082.

 ◄ Sakai teacher Terri Atkinson 
and Sakai Principal Drew 
Crandall host a recent episode 
of the Sakai Broadcast.

 ▲ Blakely 2nd-grade teacher Teresa Ball provides a warm and welcoming virtual 
environment where students feel comfortable sharing about their experiences — 
including losing teeth!

 ▲ Six seniors were selected as 
National Merit Semifinalists 
based on their 2019 PSAT scores. 
Semifinalists represent less than 
one percent of United States high 
school seniors and those selected 
represent the highest-scoring 
entrants in each state. 
Front row: Audrey Nelson, Ian 
Cosman, Claire Camacho 
Back row: Emerson Nicholas, 
Jacob Kirsch, Jeffrey Tappen

What’s Happening Across BISDBISD Connects in New Ways


